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Thank you for your support of Gillingham Football Club. We are proud 
that, alongside our long standing, loyal fans, we are continuously able to 
attract new supporters to Priestfield Stadium.

We understand that you may not have previously visited us, so before 
your first trip to ME7, we wanted to give you the best insight possible into 
your forthcoming matchday experience.

If you are wondering how to get to the stadium, unsure of the best food 
and drink options before and after the match, or to simply learn how to 
book match day tickets, this guide will prove invaluable to you.
 

At Gillingham FC, we welcome supporters of all ages and backgrounds, 
and pride ourselves on being a club for the community.

We care for the interest of our supporters and the community of Medway. 
It is therefore imperative that although we can’t guarantee all three 
points, we aim to make the match day experience as good and as pleasant 
for all of our supporters.

If you have any comments or suggestions on ways we can improve your 
experience at Priestfield Stadium, please do not hesitate to contact the 
club via email at enquiries@priestfield.com

WELCOME TO GILLINGHAM FC
WELCOME TO THE PRIESTFIELD STADIUM, THE HOME OF LEAGUE FOOTBALL IN KENT.
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THERE ARE MANY WAYS OF GETTING 
TO THE PRIESTFIELD STADIUM, 
WHICH IS SITUATED IN THE HEART 
OF THE MEDWAY TOWNS. 

Our full address is:
Priestfield Stadium, Redfern Avenue,
Gillingham, Kent ME7 2PE

TRAVELLING BY CAR
The Priestfield Stadium is easily accessible 
by car, and sits within a 15-minute drive of 
M2 junctions one and four, as well as the A2, 
Medway Tunnel and A289. Priestfield Stadium 
signs are along routes into the ground from all 
directions.  

PARKING 
There is no available parking at, or outside the 
stadium, on matchdays. However, there is parking 
available at the nearby Woodlands Academy 
(postcode: ME7 2DU) and Our Lady of Gillingham 
Church (postcode: ME7 1YL) and Barnsole 
Primary School (ME7 2JG). Both are within a ten 
minute walk of the stadium.

TRAIN TRAVEL
Hourly trains on Southeastern’s High Speed 
service depart from London St Pancras at 20 
minutes past the hour, with a scheduled journey 
time to Gillingham of around 45 minutes. As 
this is Southeastern’s flagship service, tickets 
cost more than those to Gillingham from other 
London termini.

Southeastern trains to Gillingham depart from 
London Victoria at 10 and 40 minutes past the 
hour (journey time around 50 minutes) and 
42 minutes past the hour (journey time around 
70 minutes).
  
Thameslink trains to Gillingham depart from 
London Blackfriars at 11 and 41 minutes past 
the hour (journey time around 90 minutes). 
These trains also stop enroute at London Bridge, 
from where they depart at 18 and 48 minutes 
past the hour.
 
In addition, for midweek matches, Southeastern 
trains to Gillingham depart London Cannon 
Street at 16:45, 17:14, 17:44 and 18:15. These 
trains also stop enroute at London Bridge, 

from where they depart four minutes after the 
Cannon Street departure times.
  
There are frequently weekend engineering works, 
with changes to timetables and replacement 
buses. Please check before travelling.
  
Upon leaving Gillingham station turn left on to 
Balmoral Road, and follow it to the end of the 
road. Home supporters should then turn left onto 
Gillingham Road and then take the first right onto 
Linden Road (parallel to the Sainsbury’s Local store). 
  
Follow that to the end, and then turn right onto 
Redfern Avenue, upon which you will be greeted 
by the Priestfield Stadium’s Magnus Search 
Medway Stand.

Please remember that Priestfield Stadium 
is a cashless venue. We only accept card payments.

VISIT US
GETTING TO THE GROUND

Please remember that Priestfield Stadium is a cashless venue. 
We only accept card payments.
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BRIAN MOORE
STAND

MAGNUS SEARCH
MEDWAY STAND RAINHAM END

GORDON ROAD
STAND

(UPPER & LOWER)

ALL PRICES CHEAPER IF BOUGHT 
BEFORE MATCH DAY:

 MEDWAY STAND  Ticket Prices
 Adult   £22
 Senior (65+)   £19
 U18/Students   £7
 U12   £7
 (Lower) D,E,F  £25

 BLOCKS G, H and J 
 Theses are our family area seats and we  
 advise all families joining us to book    
 within this area. We offer lots of family   
 entertainment and fun! 

 RAINHAM END  Ticket Prices
 Adult   £22
 Senior (65+)   £19
 U18/Students   £7
 U12   £7

 GORDON ROAD
 BLOCKS D and E Ticket Prices
 Adult   £25
 Senior (65+)   £19
 U18/Students   £7
 U12   £7

 GORDON ROAD
 BLOCKS A, B, C, F Ticket Prices
 Adult   £22
 Senior (65+)   £19
 U18/Students   £7
 U12   £7

STADIUM PLAN
GILLINGHAM FC

PLEASE LOOK ON THE WEBSITE tickets.gillinghamfootballclub.com OR CONTACT THE FAN ENGAGEMENT TEAM 
TEL: 01634 300000 FOR MORE INFORMATION AND SEASON TICKET PRICES. 
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YOUR GUIDE TO BOOKING MATCHDAY 
TICKETS FOR GILLS GAMES AT 
PRIESTFIELD STADIUM

Buying tickets for forthcoming fixtures could not 
be any simpler: fans are able to book their seat 
with ease online, over the phone or in person at 
the stadium prior to matchdays. 

ONLINE
Tickets for home and away matches are 
available online via our official club website,     
tickets.gillinghamfootballclub.com. Fans can 
register in advance, in doing so creating a 
customer reference number. 

All future ticket purchases will be logged under 
your account, giving you easy access to future 
ticket sales. Our interactive online system gives 
fans the option of picking their own seats, or 
choosing a best available option. 

PHONE
Situated at the Priestfield Stadium, 
our specialist customer service centre staff can 
also help you make your ticketing purchase. 
Should you have any queries or require 
assistance please give us a call on 01634 
300000, our lines are open Monday to Friday 
between 9am and 5pm.

PLUS…
Keep an eye out on the Gills website and social 
media platforms (p18) for ticket release dates, 
special offers and competitions!

TICKETING
GILLINGHAM FC

www.tickets.gillinghamfootballclub.com
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YOUR MATCHDAY
E-TICKET
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FAMILY VISITORS 
GILLINGHAM FC
Gillingham Football Club provides itself on being a family friendly 
club, and whether it’s your first visit or you are a season ticket 
holder coming to see us every matchday, we want fans of all ages 
to have a great time whenever they come to the Gills! In addition 
to the football, there are lots of exciting activities for families to get 
involved with, like having pictures taken with our official mascots, 
becoming a flag bearer for the day or helping read out the teams 
with our PA announcer, Doug Hudson. 

This season there is also the opportunity to be a flag bearer - 
welcoming the Gills team onto the pitch - and access to our safe and 
fun family zone pre and post-match. We hope you and your family 
have a great time! 

TICKETS: 
l We have a dedicated Family zone, in the Magnus Search Medway  
 Stand, blocks G, H and J with great deals for families. 
l	Throughout the season we will endeavour to run promotional  
 deals and work alongside local primary schools and grassroots  
 clubs to encourage more youngsters to watch the team atPriestfield.
l	We know that not everybody can come and watch Football  
 matches on a regular basis, but we are trying to make it as   
 possible for as many Gills fans as we can.

We offer family match day tickets, which means a child under 14 
goes FREE with a full paying adult! 

*Family Zone only

08



IS THERE A DEDICATED FAMILY AREA?
 
Yes, we have a dedicated Family area for families at Priestfield Stadium, 
situated in blocks G, H and J of the Magnus Search lower Medway Stand.
  
During the season we will endeavour to run a couple of dedicated offers  
specifically aimed at families, and we would love to see your photos and 
memories of the day. Please email media@priestfield.com and you may 
well star on our website, in our match programme or on our social media 
platforms.
 
While our new Fan Engagement Centre is under construction, fans will 
be able to purchase tickets on the day of a game from the ticket office 
collections windows on Redfern Avenue. Furthermore, our mascots will 
also pop in to say hello.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU GET LOST
OUTSIDE:
If an unaccompanied child requires assistance outside of the stadium, 
they are encouraged to make their way to a staff member at any stadium 
entrance or security near the Factory

INSIDE:
If an unaccompanied child requires assistance once inside the stadium, 
they are advised to find their nearest steward (look for someone in 
high-vis) who will assist with any issues.  

AUTOGRAPHS
 
Want one of your favourite players, or the manager, to sign a programme, 
flag or book? Once players complete warm-up, this is your chance to grab 
their attention and have a fantastic memento of your day at Priestfield.”
Have your cameras at the ready in case you are lucky enough to have a 
few moments with squad members, or mascots! If you do come across our 
photographers and would like a specific picture, just give them a shout!
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TOMMY & TAMMY
 
Described as “magical” in an EFL Family Excellence 
report, Tommy and Tammy are at every home matchday 
walking around the pitch ready to welcome you to the 
stadium, and to have photographs taken prior to kick-off.
 

Our ever popular, family friendly, entertaining duo usually begin walking 
around the stadium 45 minutes prior to kick-off. They will do their best 
to visit all three home stands before making their way to the tunnel 
area to greet the players. They will pay a visit to the Family Zone and 
to a section of seats which, on occasions, will be held for grassroots 
clubs or schools.
 
If you want to have your photo taken, please make your way down to 
pitchside and grab their attention! For any youngsters, you might get a 
sticker too!
 
If you are holding an event and want Tommy and Tammy to feature 
please email us on enquiries@priestfield.com.
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To make it as easy as possible for families, we have hot 
and cold food and drink available in the Family enclosure, 
situated within the Family seating area. 

We have also added our new Kids Lunchbox that is 
priced at £5.50 and includes a sandwich, a packet of 
crisps, a soft drink and fruit/yoghurt.

Refreshments can be purchased from Gillingham’s 
kiosks using card only. Gillingham FC does not take cash 
anywhere in the premises.

FLAG BEARING:
For all home fixtures we will endeavour to select as many 
as eight youngsters who will operate as flag bearers for 
when both teams enter the field of play prior to kick-off.

If you are sitting in the Magnus Search Medway Stand, 
within the family area, make yourself known to the team 
walking around with our mascots, or for other members of 
staff, who will be dotted around the ground.

If selected then one of our team will come and collect 
you closer to the dedicated time, and talk you through 
the process. You will then be escorted back to your seat.

FOOD AND DRINK
GILLINGHAM FC
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  Prices for Kiosks
  Beer/Cider Half Pint     Pint
  Cruzcampo £2.50     £5.50
  Fosters £2.50     £5.00
  Inches £2.50     £5.00

  Soft Drinks
  Coke, Diet Coke,  £2.00
  Fanta, Water   
  Hot Drinks
  Tea, Coffee& Bovril £2.00  
  Hot Chocolate £2.50

  Hot Food                    With Chilli
  Hot Dog £5.00     £7.00
  Pies (Steak/Chicken)  £4.50  
  Sausage Roll £3.80
  Meatballs £5.50
              With Pulled Pork
  Mac & Cheese £5.50     £7.50

  Sandwich
  Variety of baguettes £4.50

  Snacks 
  Crisps  £1.50
  Sweets £1.00
  Sharebag sweets £3.00



l	Most of the time, kick-off will take   
 place at 3pm on a Saturday and 7.45pm  
 if we have a fixture on a Tuesday night.

l	Our friendly mascots will be making   
 their way around the stadium before   
 every home game – children and adults 
 are very welcome to come down to   
 pitchside and say hello! 

l	We also have a photographer walking  
 around with the mascots if you would  
 like to capture a special memory.   
 Images will be posted to our Facebook  
 page for you to use and save. 

l	The game is split into two halves of   
 45 minutes, with a 15-minute break   
 for half-time in between. 

l	Matches normally finish just before   
 5pm on a Saturday and at 9.45pm on   
 a Tuesday.

l	You can avoid the rush leaving the   
 stadium, by heading into The Factory   
 after the game. 

l	Access to The Factory is on Redfern   
 Avenue and entry is free to all   
 supporters with home match tickets. 

DON’T FORGET
l	Keep an eye out on our social media   
 platforms (p18) for our special family   
 offers & events throughout the season. 

	 l	Why not make your experience  
  with us extra special and   
  become a Gills mascot at one 
  of our home games!  

 For more information about our 
 amazing mascot packages please  
 email our Customer Engagement  
 Team on 01634 300000 or email  
 enquiries@priestfield.com

A TYPICAL MATCHDAY

SATURDAY MATCHDAYS
9am  –  Ticket Office Windows on 
   Redfern Avenue open*
11am  –  Factory Opens
12.45pm –  Players begin to arrive
1.45pm  –  Turnstiles and Matchday Shop open
2pm  –  Teams are announced via social media
2pm  –  Goalkeepers appear for warm-up
2.15pm  –  Mascots begin to walk around the pitch
2.20pm  –  Outfield players begin their warm-up
2.45pm  –  Players leave the field to change
2.55pm  –  Teams line-up in the tunnel and are  
   introduced to the pitch
3pm  – Kick-Off! 
*while new ticket office is being constructed
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ACCESSIBILITY

FOR EVERY HOME GAMES, TICKETS FOR WHEELCHAIR 
AND AMBULANT DISABLED SUPPORTERS PRICES ARE IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRICING STRUCTURE ON P6. 

If a supporter receives either higher rate Disability Living Allowance 
or enhanced personal independence payment for either mobility or 
care, a personal assistant can attend alongside free of charge.

For all enquiries please contact the club’s DLO
(Disability Liaison Officer) Ben Reeves on 01634 300000 
or by email at: breeves@priestfield.com 

BOOKING TICKETS:
To book tickets as a disabled supporter, please contact our 
Supporter Engagement Team and one of our friendly staff will be 
able to assist you. Please call 01634 300000.

ACCESS:
The Rainham End and Magnus Search Medway Stands have disabled 
access, and there are disabled turnstiles located in the Magnus 
Search Medway Stand and Gordon Road, next to match control. 

When attending a home game, we offer all our disabled supporters 
an early entrance into the stadium 10 minutes before other fans and 
a steward will assist you. This is an optional service, aiming to help 
make your day as relaxed and enjoyable as possible. 

TOILETS:
There are disabled toilets located in each of the home stands 
(Medway Stand, Rainham End and Gordon Road stand). If you have 
any queries about the location of the toilets our stewards will be 
more than happy to direct you to the right place.
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THE FACTORY

THE FACTORY
Make the most of your time with us and enhance your match day 
experience with our exciting atmosphere in The Factory! 

Open from 11am on every home matchday to all Gills supporters 
with match tickets, located on Redfern Avenue.

The Factory is a free lounge and is a fantastic place for supporters 
to grab a drink and some food with their fellow fans.

The Factory opens four hours before kick-off for Saturday games and 
at 5pm for midweek fixtures and shows live games on its big screens, 
both before and after the Gills match has taken place.

Check out The Factory’s social media platforms for up to date news 
and match day timings. 

Twitter:  @events_gfc    
Facebook:  @FactoryPriestfield

For information on hiring The factory for a private event, 
please email: events@priestfield.com 

*On Saturdays, food is available 12pm-3pm on a match day.

   

The Factory has bacon rolls for sale for £4 near the bar for Saturday 
afternoon games, and sausage rolls for evening fixtures.
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RETAIL
GILLINGHAM FC

Our new megastore is currently under construction and we will 
communicate to fans, and update this page, when it is up and 
running and available for supporters. 
However, we do run a matchday shop on the Gordon Road side of 
the stadium with replica kits, scarves, gloves, hats, flags, accessories 
and training wear all available. This opens at 1.30pm, closes when 
the game kicks off but opens again for the half-time interval. 
Supporters can buy merchandise online 24/7, 365 days of the year 
and we also operate a “click and collect” service. 
Replica kit can be personalised on request and any special offers will 
be promoted via our website and social media channels. 
THE MINI MEGASTORE
In addition to our online platform and main matchday shop, we 
operate a smaller retail area within our family enclosure. Here, smaller 
items such as programmes, autograph books, stationary and mugs can 
be purchased. However, please remember we are a cashless venue.
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Boasting exclusive interviews and 
content every home matchday, 
the club’s official programme is an 
essential accompaniment to your 
matchday experience at Gillingham. 

For just £3.50, our match day 
programme includes a relaxed informal 
chat with a first-team player, as well as 
exclusive columns from the Chairman 
and Manager, plus other content for a 
variety of ages.

Our matchday programme is available 
to purchase from dedicated sellers 
within each stand, from the kiosks, 
and from the matchday shop on 
Gordon Road. Those that are left 
over can be purchased from our 
retail website.

WANT A MESSAGE PRINTED IN 
THE GILLS PROGRAMME? 
If you want a message for a loved one or 
a friend printed in an upcoming edition, 
please make sure you email the exact 
message to media@priestfield.com at 
least a week before the game!

We have very limited space for messages 
so these will be chosen on a first come, 
first serve basis.

If you have a message and we cannot 
print it for your desired game, we can 
have your message read out over 
Gillingham FC’s PA system at half-time. 

MATCHDAY
PROGRAMME

ACCRINGTON STANLEY
Manager: John Coleman
 

GILLINGHAM
Manager: Neil Harris

@TheGillsFC
@gfcofficial

GillinghamFootballClubOfficial
www.gillinghamfootballclub.com

MATCH OFFICIALS 
REFEREE:              ASSISTANTS:      4TH OFFICIAL: 
Will Finnie Paul Kelly                Oliver Bickle
 Ollie Williams

NEXT HERE: COLCHESTER UNITED
Sky Bet League Two
Saturday, August 26, 2023 // 3.00pm
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1 Glenn Morris
2 Cheye Alexander
3 Max Clark
4 Conor Masterson
5 Max Ehmer
6 Shaun Williams
7 George Lapslie
8 Jonny Williams
9 Tom Nichols
10 Ashley Nadesan
11	 Dom	Jefferies
12 Oli Hawkins
13	 Scott	Malone
14 Robbie McKenzie
17 Jayden Clarke
18 Ethan Coleman
19 Lewis Walker
22 Shadrach Ogie
25 Jake Turner
26 Ike Orji
29 Joe Gbode
30	 Matty	Macarthur
31 Ronald Sithole
32 Josh Chambers
33 Taite Holtam
34 Sam Gale
35 Alex Giles
36 Kieron Agbebi
38 Tim Dieng
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1  Toby Savin
2  Lewis Shipley
3  Jay Rich-Baghuelou
4  Kelvin Mellor
5  Brad Hills
6  Liam Coyle
7  Shaun Whalley
9		 Matt	Lowe
10  Joe Pritchard
11  Sean McConville
12  Seb Quirk
13  Liam Isherwood
14  Rosaire Longelo
15  Baba Fernandes
17  Jack Nolan
18  Tommy Leigh
19  Josh Andrews
20  Oliver Patrick
22		 Dan	Martin
23  Bailey Sloane
24  Emerich Poilly
25  Aaron Pickles
26  Leslie Adekoya
27		 Lewis	Trickett
28  Seamus Conneely
30  Alex Henderson
31  Owen Devonport
32  Jack Massey
38  Connor O’Brien
39  Josh Woods
55  Korede Adedoyin

M AT C H D AY  S Q U A D S

GILLINGHAM FC v
ACCRINGTON STANLEY

SATURDAY, AUGUST 12, 2023
SKY BET LEAGUE TWO

KICK-OFF 3.00pm

MATCH SPONSOR

Gills v Accrington cover.indd   2-3Gills v Accrington cover.indd   2-3 10/08/2023   15:0410/08/2023   15:04
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COLCHESTER UNITED
Head Coach: Ben Garner
 

GILLINGHAM
Manager: Neil Harris

@TheGillsFC
@gfcofficial

GillinghamFootballClubOfficial
www.gillinghamfootballclub.com

MATCH OFFICIALS 
REFEREE:              ASSISTANTS:      4TH OFFICIAL: 
Thomas Kirk Dean Treleaven      Andy Bennett
 Michael Webb

NEXT HERE: LEYTON ORIENT
EFL Trophy Group Stage
Tuesday, September 5, 2023 // 7.00pm
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1 Glenn Morris
2 Cheye Alexander
3 Max Clark
4 Conor Masterson
5 Max Ehmer
6 Shaun Williams
7 George Lapslie
8 Jonny Williams
9 Tom Nichols
10 Ashley Nadesan
11 Dom Jefferies
12 Oli Hawkins
13 Scott Malone
14 Robbie McKenzie
17 Jayden Clarke
18 Ethan Coleman
19 Lewis Walker
22 Shadrach Ogie
25 Jake Turner
26 Ike Orji
29 Joe Gbode
30 Matty Macarthur
31 Ronald Sithole
32 Josh Chambers
33 Taite Holtam
34 Sam Gale
35 Alex Giles
36 Kieron Agbebi
38 Tim Dieng
45 Macauley Bonne
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1 Owen Goodman 
2 Will Greenidge
3 Ellis Iandolo
4 Fiacre Kelleher
5 Connor Hall
6 Tom Dallison
7 Matt Jay
8 Mauro Bandeira
9 Samson Tovide
10 Noah Chilvers 
12 Tom Smith
14 Tom Hopper
16 Arthur Read
18 Mandela Egbo
19 Alex Newby
21 Gene Kennedy
22 Junior Tchamadeu
23 Nico Lawrence
24 John Akinde
25 Joe Taylor
28 Ronnie Nelson
29 Sam Hornby
30 Al-Amin Kazeem
31 Donell Thomas
33 Marley Marshall Miranda
37 Chay Cooper
42 Jayden Fevrier
48 Bradley Ihionvien

M AT C H D AY  S Q U A D S

GILLINGHAM FC v
COLCHESTER UNITED

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26, 2023
SKY BET LEAGUE TWO

KICK-OFF 3.00pm

MATCH SPONSOR

Gills v Colchester cover.indd   2-3Gills v Colchester cover.indd   2-3 24/08/2023   14:2324/08/2023   14:23

SOUTHAMPTON
Manager: Russell Martin
 

GILLINGHAM
Manager: Neil Harris

@TheGillsFC
@gfcofficial

GillinghamFootballClubOfficial
www.gillinghamfootballclub.com

MATCH OFFICIALS 
REFEREE:              ASSISTANTS:      4TH OFFICIAL: 
Carl Brook Stephen Finch        Ben Atkinson
 Shaun Farrer

NEXT HERE: ACCRINGTON STANLEY
Sky Bet League Two
Saturday, August 12, 2023 // 3.00pm
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1 Glenn Morris
2 Cheye Alexander
3 Max Clark
4 Conor Masterson
5 Max Ehmer
6 Shaun Williams
7 George Lapslie
8 Jonny Williams
9 Tom Nichols
10 Ashley Nadesan
11 Dom Jefferies
12 Oli Hawkins
13 Scott Malone
14 Robbie McKenzie
17 Jayden Clarke
18 Ethan Coleman
19 Lewis Walker
22 Shadrach Ogie
25 Jake Turner
26 Ike Orji
29 Joe Gbode
30 Matty Macarthur
31 Ronald Sithole
32 Josh Chambers
33 Taite Holtam
34 Sam Gale
35 Alex Giles
36 Kieron Agbebi
38 Tim Dieng
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1 Alex McCarthy
2 Kyle Walker-Peters
3 Ryan Manning
5 Jack Stephens
7 Joe Aribo
8 James Ward-Prowse
9 Adam Armstrong
10 Ché Adams
11 Nathan Tella
12 Paul Onuachu
14 James Bree
15 Romain Perraud
16 Will Smallbone
17 Stuart Armstrong
18 Sékou Mara
19 Moussa Djenepo
20 Kamaldeen Sulemana
22 Carlos Alcaraz
23 Sam Edozie
24 Shea Charles
25 Lyanco
27 Sam Amo-Ameyaw
28 Juan Larios
29 Jayden Meghoma
30 Jack Bycroft
31 Gavin Bazunu
32 Kamari Doyle
34 Dominic Ballard
35 Jan Bednarek
37 Armel Bella-Kotchap
45 Roméo Lavia

M AT C H D AY  S Q U A D S

GILLINGHAM FC v
SOUTHAMPTON FC

TUESDAY, AUGUST 8, 2023
CARABAO CUP FIRST ROUND

KICK-OFF 7.45pm

MATCH SPONSOR

Gills v Southampton cover.indd   2-3Gills v Southampton cover.indd   2-3 07/08/2023   15:0207/08/2023   15:02

       

25 JOE TAYLOR // Age 20Joe is on loan for the season from Luton Town, whom he joined from Peterborough United in January. He scored in his first two appearances for Colchester, in an the EFL Cup tie at Cardiff and a 2-1 league defeat at Bradford City a fortnight ago.

42 JAYDEN FEVRIER // Age 23Jayden joined the U’s after being released by West Ham’s academy in July 2022. He made Colchester’s matchday squad for the first time in the 1-0 win at Gillingham on Boxing Day last year, with his first appearance coming as a substitute against AFC Wimbledon three days later.

48 BRADLEY IHIONVIEN // Age 19Bradley progressed through Colchester’s academy and made his first-team debut in April 2022, coming on as a substitute for John Akinde in a 2–0 victory at Hartlepool United. He had a loan spell in the Isthmian League North Division with Malden and Tiptree last season.
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HEAD COACH
BEN GARNER

Born in Pembury in May 1980, Ben Garner began coaching youngsters at Crystal Palace's academy in 2004. Progressing through the age ranges, he coached the likes of Wilfried Zaha, Aaron Wan-Bissaka and our own Jonny Williams. Ian Holloway promoted Garner to first team coach in 2012, and he remained in that role under Neil Warnock, Tony Pulis and Alan Pardew.   Upon leaving 'The Eagles' in 2015, Ben was re-united with Pulis at West Bromwich Albion. After a spell in India, Garner spent a year as manager at Bristol Rovers (2019/20), before moving to Swindon Town in July 2021.   After losing out in the play-offs, Ben started the 2022/23 season at Charlton Athletic, before moving on during 'The Addicks' takeover. Garner brought his attacking, possession based blend of football to Colchester United, taking over in March 2023. Ben earned his UEFA Pro Licence in 2014, gaining experience with Jose Mourinho at Chelsea.

Gills v Colchester text.indd   14Gills v Colchester text.indd   14
24/08/2023   14:5424/08/2023   14:54
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OWNER
ROBBIE COWLING

Robbie Cowling has provided the management with a 'top six budget' in a bid to end perceived 'underperformance', he told a recent fans' forum.  The Essex based businessman bought Colchester United from Peter Heard, the previous owner, in September 2006. Cowling was born in December 1960 and is Essex based.   Robbie had initially been involved with Colchester United as the owner of the club's main sponsor, Jobserve, which he co-founded in 1993. The company runs an employment website and, despite being based in Tiptree, Essex, it has offices worldwide. Cowling remains the Managing Director of the company.

IN BRIEF

HOME GROUND
JOBSERVE COMMUNITY STADIUM

The £14m JobServe Community Stadium (Colchester Community Stadium) has been the home to Colchester United since relocating from Layer Road in 2008.
  With a capacity of 10,105, the record attendance at the ground was 10,064 for the League One visit of Norwich City in January 2010.
  As with many modern stadia, the four stands are similar in design. Away fans are housed in the North Stand, whilst the East Stand is a designated family enclosure. The West (main) Stand is slightly bigger than the rest of the stands and includes a row of Executive Boxes and Corporate Hospitality areas.
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Q: What made you choose 
Gillingham as the place where 
you wanted to play football?

A: “The main thing for me was 
that I was born in Kent. My dad 
was born in Wales but I was 
born in Kent and Gillingham is 
the only Football League team 
in Kent.
  “To be playing for the team 
close to home, being from 
Tonbridge, gives me a sense of 
playing for my home team. It 
feels slightly different when you 
step out on the pitch playing for 
Gillingham.
  “I also knew all about the 
manager having played against 
him and his teams. He has 
always done well.”

Q: You started your career 
not too far away from here at 
Crystal Palace and have played 
in the Premier League. Talk us 
through the early stages of your 
career.

"It’s so early 
in the season 

and you 
have to be 

respectful of 
every team 

you come up 
against."

JW
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A: “I was at Tonbridge Angels 
for about six months and I 
got picked up when I was just 
eight years old by Palace. I was 
fortunate enough to earn one-
year contracts at the end of each 
year, I moved to the under 14s 
and under 16s where you can 
get a scholarship and that turned 
into a professional contract and I 
made my debut when I was 17.
  “I had a season in the 
Championship and in the second 
season achieved promotion 
to the Premier League. It all 
happened really quickly and I 
was in the Premier League when 
I was about 19.
  “When you are younger you 
don’t play with fear; you don’t 
know what fear is.”

Q: And you twice went to the 
Euros and a World Cup with 
Wales. That must have been 
special?

A: “I was picked up at about 14 
when I was at Palace and went 
down to a trial match in Wales, 
and that is where it started 
really.
  “It was North v South Wales 
and I was the Englishman in the 
squad. I got put on the South 
Wales team and I was in the 
squads ever since.
  “I had a conversation with 
Stuart Pearce before I got called 
up to Gary Speed’s Wales senior 

squad. He was checking that 
I definitely wanted to play for 
Wales because once you have a 
senior cap you can’t change. It 
didn’t take long to make up my 
mind and I never looked back.
  “I achieved things I never 
dreamed of as a kid, playing 
in the semi-final of a Euro 
tournament and scoring goals at 
international level and going to a 
World Cup.”

Q: Talk to me about Gary Speed, 
who is sadly no longer with us. 
What kind of legacy has he left 
behind?

A: “Gary Speed managed 
to create a bond and a 
togetherness. He injected so 
much professionalism in the 
Wales squad.
  “The way Gary had us playing 
and the style of football and 
getting the results as well, you 
could see it was the start of 
something special.
  “He was a lovely man with a 
lovely family and it was awful 
what happened.
  “When the news came out, 
everyone was in utter shock. 
What the Welsh team achieved 
was what he had started to 
create. I am sure he would have 
been proud of what we went 
on to achieve.”

Q: Earlier this year you decided 

to retire from international 
football. It can’t have been an 
easy decision to make?

A: “In football, sometimes, when 
the time feels right, I think you 
listen to your head. It was a 
tough decision because I have 
had some of the best times of 
my life for Wales. I would miss 
club games if I went away for 
international matches.
  “Everything is about timing 
and the timing felt right. I had 
achieved everything and more. I 
have no regrets, I’m just left with 
a lot of pride.”

Q: Gillingham are top and 
today’s opponents Colchester 
are bottom. How important is 
it that you treat this fixture in 
exactly the same way and don’t 
show any complacency? 

A: “We have had an amazing 
start to win four out of four, 
with the clean sheets. We have 
played in different ways and 
we have had to adapt to each 
opponent. 
  “It’s so early in the season 
and you have to be respectful 
of every team you come up 
against. There are no easy 
games. The table can be 
misguiding at times but we 
are full of confidence and I 
believe we can win any game 
in League Two.”

Gills v Colchester text.indd   31Gills v Colchester text.indd   31
24/08/2023   14:5424/08/2023   14:54



However, if you want to attend the game in style then why not take 
advantage of the superior level of hospitality and catering offered by 
Priestfield Stadium?

We offer a range of packages so you can host customers, family and 
friends in some of the most comfortable surroundings available and 
enjoy the pre-match menu and entertainment. 

The club’s 1893 package costs £70 + VAT per person, or a season ticket 
holder can upgrade for £55 + VAT per person (£35 + VAT for children).

Fans can enjoy a three-course meal and welcome drink in our 
Priestfield banqueting facilities and watch the game from a premium 
seat in the Magnus Search Medway Stand. This is one of a number of 
luxury match day experiences the club offer.

Throughout the year we also hold our very popular hospitality events, 
including our Curry night! 

For all hospitality enquiries, please contact the commercial team on 
(01634) 300000 or email sales@priestfield.com 

HOSPITALITY
1893 LOUNGE
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EXECUTIVE BOXES
& VICE PRESIDENTS



@GillinghamFootballClubOfficial

GILLINGHAM’S SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNELS PROVIDE FANS WITH 
THE PERFECT CHANGE TO INTERACT WITH EACH OTHER AND 
THE CLUB, AND KEEP UP TO DATE WITH THE LATEST NEWS, 
VIEWS AND INTERVIEWS FROM INSIDE THE CLUB. 

l Get closer to your favourite players with live matchday   
 commentary, extended video and highlights. 
l Keep an eye on our social media accounts for special promotions,  
 competitions and events too!  

STAY CONNECTED
GILLINGHAM FC

@gfcofficial

@TheGillsFC

/GFCofficial
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EVENTS
GILLINGHAM FC

Priestfield Conference and Banqueting shut down during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and following an overview of all facilities, 
we are delighted to say we are now taking bookings for events in 
the Great Hall and the Factory. We can cater for up to 500 people 
and can organise the following:
 

l	Christmas Parties

l	Award Ceremonies

l	Gigs

l	Concerts

l	Comedy Nights

l	Birthday Parties

l	Discos

l	Wakes

l	Corporate Functions

l	Weddings
 
If you wish to hire one of our lounges then you can do so by calling 
our Customer Engagement Team on 01634 300000 or by emailing 
events@priestfield.com.
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CONTACT US

Gillingham Football Club
Priestfield Stadium
Redfern Avenue
ME7 2PE

Phone: 01634 300000
Website:  www.gillinghamfootballclub.com
Twitter:  @TheGillsFC
Facebook:  @gillinghamfootballclubofficial
Instagram:  @gfcofficial 

CLUB STORE
Website:  retail.gillinghamfootballclub.com/
Phone:  01634 350140
Email:  gillsshop@priestfield.com

TICKET OFFICE AND HOSPITALITY 
Website:  tickets.gillinghamfootballclub.com
Phone:  01634 300 000
Email:  ticketoffice@priestfield.com/sales@priestfield.com 

RULES AND REGULATIONS
In order for all our supporters to enjoy their visit to the 
Priestfield Stadium, we ask that you follow a few rules and 
regulations. These regulations can be accessed via the club’s 
official website. We ask you to be mindful when in, or near, 
the family zone.

FEEDBACK
Providing excellent customer service is important to all our staff 
and is exactly what you should expect to receive. Once you have 
visited us please let us know your feedback either by emailing 
enquiries@priestfield.com or by sending a letter by post to:

Customer Engagement Team
Gillingham Football Club
Priestfield Stadium
Redfern Avenue
ME7 2PE

CONTACTS
GILLINGHAM FC
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Gillingham Football Club, Priestfield Stadium, Redfern Avenue, Gillingham, Kent ME7 2PE
Phone: 01634 300000   Email: CEnquiries@priestfield.com   Web: www.gillinghamfootballclub.com   Twitter: @TheGillsFC


